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  CD1  1. Johann Strauss II - Tritsch-Tratsch Polka, Op.214   Walton: Symphony No.1  2. I.
Allegro Assai    3. II. Presto, Con Malizia    4. III. Andante, Con Malinconia    5. IV. Maestoso -
Brioso Ed Ardentemente - Vivacissimo - Maestoso 
 Mussorgsky (orch. Ravel): Pictures at an Exhibition 
 6.Pictures At An Exhibition: Promenade    7.Pictures At An Exhibition: I. The Gnome   
8.Pictures At An Exhibition: I. Promenade    9.Pictures At An Exhibition: II. The Old Castle   
10.Pictures At An Exhibition: II. Promenade    11.Pictures At An Exhibition: III. The Tulleries   
12.Pictures At An Exhibition: IV. Bydlo    13.Pictures At An Exhibition: IV. Promenade   
14.Pictures At An Exhibition: V. Ballet Of The Chickens Emerging From Their Shells   
15.Pictures At An Exhibition: VI. Samuel Goldenberg Und Schmuyle    16.Pictures At An
Exhibition: VII. The Market At Limoges    17.Pictures At An Exhibition: VIII. Catacombs: The
Roman Tomb    18.Pictures At An Exhibition: VIII. With The Dead In A Dead Language   
19.Pictures At An Exhibition: IX. The Hut Of Baba-Yaga The Witch    20.Pictures At An
Exhibition: X. The Great Gate Of Kiev    
 Wiener Philharmoniker (1)  Orchestra Sinfonica di Roma della RAI (2-5)  Philharmonia
Orchestra (6-20)    CD2
 1.Waldteufel - Les Patineurs, Op.183  
 Sibelius: Symphony No.4 in A Minor, Op.63
 2. I. Tempo Molto Moderato, Quasi Adagio    3. II. Allegro Molto Vivace    4. III. Il Tempo Largo  
 5. IV. Allegro    6. Wagner - Tristan Und Isolde: Isoldes Liedestod 'Mild Und Leise Wie Er
Lachelt'    7. Liszt - Hungarian Rhapsody in D Minor, S359 No.2    8. Weinberger - Shvanda The
Bagpiper: Polka    9. Chabrier - Espana    10. Chabrier - Joyeuse Marche  11. Offenbach - Les
Contes D'Hoffmann: Barcarolle  
 Philharmonia Orchestra (1-5, 7-10)  Berliner Philharmoniker (6)    Herbert Von Karajan –
conductor    

 

  

Born in 1908 into an aristocratic Austrian dynasty of musically gifted doctors and academics,
Herbert von Karajan had breeding and an embarrassment of talent. In his native Salzburg, in
Ulm and Aachen in the 1930s, this was supplemented by an apprenticeship in the art of
conducting with exemplary role models, as rigorous, wide-ranging and replete as any aspiring
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Kapellmeister could wish for. However, the times were out of joint: after the war he would be
obliged to rebuild his career afresh. In 1948 he began a close collaboration with Walter Legge's
newly formed Philharmonia Orchestra, a highly fruitful relationship that lasted for the better part
of a decade. From 1957 to 1964 he served as artistic director of the Vienna State Opera and
worked closely with La Scala, Milan. However, the most important collaboration of Karajan's
career - indeed one of the great musical partnerships of the 20th century - was with the Berlin
Philharmonic; a partnership that began in 1955, when he succeeded Furtwängler as music
director, and ended shortly before Karajan's death in 1989.

  

The live Italian Radio recording of Walton's First Symphony is the most exciting addition to
Karajan's discography since the conductor's death in 1989. Taken from acetates supplied by
RAI, the performance reveals the affinity Karajan felt for the music of Walton, whose
Belshazzar's Feast he had conducted in Vienna in 1947: 'the best choral music that's been
written in the last 50 years'. The later recordings come from Karajan's hugely successful period
with Walter Legge's Philharmonia Orchestra and include a number of fine recordings which,
after a number of years, are being revived here (in new remasterings) and which demonstrate
the special relationship Karajan developed with the orchestra. The composer himself greatly
admired this 1953 recording of Sibelius's Fourth Symphony, and the Mussorgsky/Ravel Pictures
at an Exhibition is both thrillingly played and spectacularly recorded. The most recent recording
featured in this compilation is of Karajan and his Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra in the Liebestod
from the 1971 complete recording of Wagner's Tristan und Isolde. Like Beecham, Karajan had a
great fondness for high quality 'light' music and a number of fine examples have been included
in this set. --- bayreuthclassical.blogspot.com
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