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Debussy - 24 Preludes (Krystian Zimerman) [1994]

  

  Claude Debussy: Préludes - Book 1    1. Danseuses de Delphes  2. Voiles  3. Le vent dans la
plaine  4. Les sons et les parfums tournent dans l'air du soir  5. Les collines d'Anacapri  6. Des
pas sur la neige  7. Ce qu'a vu le vent d'ouest  8. La fille aux cheveux de lin  9. La sérénade
interrompue  10. La cathédrale engloutie  11. La danse de Puck  12. Minstrels  
 Claude Debussy: Préludes - Book 2  
 1. Brouillards  2. Feuilles mortes  3. La puerta del vino  4. "Les fées sont d'exquises
danseuses"  5. Bruyères  6. "General Lavine" - eccentric  7. La terrasse des audiences du clair
de lune  8. Ondine  9. Hommage à S. Pickwick, Esq., P.P.M.P.C.  10. Canope  11. Les tierces
alternées  12. Feux d'artifice  
 Krystian Zimerman – piano    

 

  

Two discs, retailing at a high mid-price and playing for a total of 84 minutes? The playing and
the recording had better be in the luxury class. Fortunately they are. Zimerman is the very
model of a modern virtuoso.

  

His overriding aim is vivid projection of character. His quasi-orchestral range of dynamic and
attack, based on close attention to textual detail (there are countless felicities in his observation
of phrase-markings) and maximum clarity of articulation, is the means to that end. As a result,
he draws out the many connections in this music with the romantic tradition, especially in
pianistic tours de force such as 'Les collines d'Anacapri', 'Ce qu'a vu le vent d'ouest' and 'Feux
d'artifice', which are treated to a dazzling Lisztian élan.

  

At the other extreme Zimerman displays an exquisite refinement of touch that makes the quieter
pieces both evocative and touching. Such sensitively conceived and wonderfully executed
Debussy playing stands, at the very least, on a level with a classic recording such as
Gieseking's. The instrument selected is itself something of a star and DG's recording combines
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opulence with razor-sharp clarity. ---Gramophone Classical Music Guide 2010,
prestoclassical.co.uk
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