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 Charles Aznavour – Duos (2009)

  

  CD1 (version française)  1. Toi et moi (Céline Dion)  2. Que c’est triste Venise (Julio Iglesias) 
3. Les bateaux sont partis (Placido Domingo)  4. Paris au mois d’Aout (Laura Pausini)  5. Hier
Encore (Elton John)  6. Il faut savoir (Johnny Hallyday)  7. Mourir d’aimer (Nana Mouskouri)  8.
L’amour c’est comme un jour (Sting)  9. La Boheme (Josh Groban)   
play
 10. Ton nom (Carole King)  11. Je n’ai pas vu le temps passer (Paul Anka)  12. Mes emmerdes
(Herbert Groenemeyer)  13. C’est un gars (Edith Piaf)  
 CD2 (version internationale)
 1. Yesterday when I was young (Elton John)  2. Quiet Love (Liza Minnelli)  3. Love is new
everyday (Sting)  4. Young at heart (Frank Sinatra)  5. To die of love (Nana Mouskouri)  6. She
(Bryan Ferry)    
play
 7. I didn’t see the time go by (Paul Anka)  8. You and me (Céline Dion)  9. La bohème (Josh
Groban)  10. El barco ya se fue (Placido Domingo)  11. The sound of your name (Carole King) 
12. You’ve got to learn (Johnny Hallyday)  13. Parigi in agosto (Laura Pausini)  14. Als es mir
beschissen ging (Herbert Grönemeyer)  15. Everybody love somebody sometime (Dean Martin)
 
   

 

  

2009 two CD release from the French singer/songwriter that contains many collaborations with
other famous vocalists including Celine Dion, Elton John, Johnny Hallyday, Julio Iglesias,
Placido Domingo, Sting, Josh Groban and many others. Disc One contains the French album
while Disc Two features English versions of many of the original album's tracks (with Spanish,
German and Italian versions thrown in for good measure). 28 tracks. EMI. ---Editorial Reviews
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Charles Aznavour's double-disc Duos album boasts a lot of starpower and a bunch of his
greatest hits, but there's less than initially meets the eye here. Sure, a quick glance at the track
listing shows a long list of international superstars who team up with Aznavour to sing duets on
the album, including Céline Dion, Julio Iglesias, Placido Domingo, Laura Pausini, Elton John,
Johnny Hallyday, Nana Mouskouri, Sting, Josh Groban, Carole King, Paul Anka, Herbert
Gronemeyer, Liza Minnelli, and Bryan Ferry. Even the late Edith Piaf, Frank Sinatra, and Dean
Martin show up for duets. Moreover, the track listing reads like a greatest-hits collection,
compiling the classics "Toi et Moi," "Hier Encore," and "La Bohème," among many others. Yet a
more careful study of the track listing reveals that the featured superstars show up not once but
twice -- once on each disc, in general -- and that the songs are likewise duplicated -- once on
the French-language first disc and then, with some exceptions, again on the English-language
second disc. Essentially, Aznavour and the guest vocalists cut a French- and English-language
version of each song, one for each disc. So there's less than meets the eye here on Duos, as
the second disc mostly repeats the first disc, albeit in a secondary language (English in most
cases, but also Spanish, Italian, and German in the case of the respective Domingo, Pausini,
and Gronemeyer duets). This repetition is one thing, but the duets sound almost as canned as
the musical backing tracks, as if this were an Aznavour karaoke session. Granted, Aznavour is
in fine form, but the duet vocals sound terribly overdubbed and often half-hearted, and worst of
all is the music, which couldn't be blander. With little more than novelty appeal going for it, Duos
is for Aznavour fanatics only. ---Jason Birchmeier, allmusic.com
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