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    01 - Emma Shapplin - De L'abime Au Rivage  02 - Emma Shapplin - Spente le stelle  03 -
Emma Shapplin - Vedi, Maria...  04 - Emma Shapplin - Carmine meo  05 - Emma Shapplin -
Cuor senza sangue  06 - Emma Shapplin - Favola breve  07 - Emma Shapplin - Reprendo mai
piu...  08 - Emma Shapplin - Une ombre dans le ciel  09 - Emma Shapplin - Lucifer, aquel dia... 
10 - Emma Shapplin - Iira di dio  11 - Emma Shapplin - Miserere, venere...  12 - Emma Shapplin
- A La Frontiere Du Reve    Bass – Vincent Perrot  Conductor [French Opera Choirs] –
Mariana Yotova  Conductor [Strings, Brass, And Woodwind Section] – Régis Dupré  Directed
By – Christophe Deluy (tracks: 3, 11), J-P Capdevielle, Vic Emerson (tracks: 1, 2, 4 to 10, 12) 
Drums – Christophe Deschamps  Mastered By – André Perriat  Orchestrated By [Orchestral
Arrangements And Choirs] – Vic Emerson (tracks: 1, 2, 4 to 10, 12)  Piano – Bertrand Lajudie 
Producer – Jean-Patrick Capdevielle   

 

  

Every year or two somebody from the classical world gets the bright idea to record a classical
album with a little something extra for the groundlings: some percussion, some sound effects,
maybe some strings. Sometimes the result is insulting, sometimes it's just gilding the lily, and
sometimes it works. Carmine Meo, however, sidesteps this problematic phenomenon altogether
by making up its own classical music and then turning it into pop. That's right, most of the
numbers on the album, even though they sound like lush, romantic arias, are originals.

  

And despite the disheveled-hair packaging of Emma Shapplin and the truly bad poem she
contributes to the liner notes, it works. Why? Because Shapplin, notwithstanding her
less-than-opera-caliber voice, sings with absolute conviction, and because her team is
determined to entertain. So what if "Cuor Senza Sange" borrows its opening from Peter Gabriel,
or if the synthesizer from "Favola Breve" is right off of Who's Next? None of that matters
because "Spente le Stelle" truly reaches for the stars, and so do many of the other tracks. To be
sure, the classical music aficionado is going to hear this album as slightly "off" in much the
same way that "Adiemus," for all of its glorious aspirations, sounds slightly "off." But the
composers, producers, and Shapplin are to be congratulated on creating something better than
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the alt-rock perversities and syrupy ballads that seem to have dominated the airwaves.
Excelsior! ---Kurt Keefner, AllMusic Review
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