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Deep Purple — Machine Head (1972)

01. Highway Star — 6:05

02. Maybe I'm A Leo — 4:48

03. Pictures Of Home — 5:02

04. Never Before — 3:57

05. Smoke On The Water — 5:37
06. Lazy - 7:19

07. Space Truckin'— 4:301

Personnel:

- lan Gillan — vocals, harmonica

- Ritchie Blackmore — guitars

- Roger Glover — bass

- Jon Lord — hammond organ, piano, keyboards
- lan Paice — drums

Led Zeppelin's fourth album, Black Sabbath's Paranoid, and Deep Purple's Machine Head have
stood the test of time as the Holy Trinity of English hard rock and heavy metal, serving as the
fundamental blueprints followed by virtually every heavy rock & roll band since the early '70s.
And, though it is probably the least celebrated of the three, Machine Head contains the "mother
of all guitar riffs" -- and one of the first learned by every beginning guitarist -- in "Smoke on the
Water." Inspired by real-life events in Montreux, Switzerland, where Deep Purple were
recording the album when the Montreux Casino was burned to the ground during a Frank Zappa
concert, neither the song, nor its timeless riff, should need any further description. However,
Machine Head was anything but a one-trick pony, introducing the bona fide classic opener
"Highway Star," which epitomized all of Deep Purple's intensity and versatility while featuring
perhaps the greatest soloing duel ever between guitarist Ritchie Blackmore and organist Jon
Lord. Also in top form was singer lan Gillan, who crooned and exploded with amazing power
and range throughout to establish himself once and for all as one of the finest voices of his
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generation, bar none. Yes, the plodding shuffle of "Maybe I'm a Leo" shows some signs of age,
but punchy singles "Pictures of Home" and "Never Before" remain as vital as ever, displaying
Purple at their melodic best. And finally, the spectacular "Space Truckin™ drove Machine Head
home with yet another tremendous Blackmore riff, providing a fitting conclusion to one of the
essential hard rock albums of all time. ---Eduardo Rivadavia, AllMusic Review

Kolejna Swietna ptyta, aczkolwiek mocno r6znigca sie od poprzedniej. Machine Head
nagrywano w Montreux i zesp6t dziata tu jak szwajcarski zegarek. W repertuarze znow ani
jednego wypetniacza, a wykonanie tak dobre, ze mozna by byto podejrzewag, iz dzwieki te
wygenerowat jakis doskonale zaprogramowany komputer. Przekornie sugeruje to nawet tytut —
na szczescie w tamtych czasach albumy nagrywali ludzie z krwi i koSci...

Woglad w zawarto$¢ Machine Head rozpocznijmy od najbardziej znanego utworu Deep Purple,
Smoke On The Water. Jak wiadomo, podczas sesji nie zabrakto przezy¢ traumatycznych —
tekst tego utworu jest skrupulatng relacjg z pozaru, w ktérym uczestniczyt zespét. Ale numer ten
niesie przede wszystkim bodaj najstynniejszy gitarowy riff wszech czaséw, za sprawg ktérego
rzecz zyskata status hardrockowego hymnu. Zeby byto $mieszniej — nie jest to wcale
najbardziej wyrafinowana kompozycja na Machine Head. Mamy tu bowiem Pictures Of Home,
szybki numer z minisoléwkami perkusiji i basu, zagrany z polotem, przy ktérym Smoke On The
Water (w tej wersji) wypada jednak odrobinke topornie. Pytacie o Highway Star? To dopiero
jazda prébna, ta gwiazda rozbtysnie dopiero na autostradach Japonii. Troche niedocenianym
utworem pozostaje Never Before, a szkoda, bo zadziorne canto fajnie kontrastuje tu z
melodyjnym refrenem. Catos¢ efektownie zamyka Space Truckin’, w ktérym zadziorne jest juz
wszystko.

Precyzyjnie wykonana, ponadczasowa muzyka. Na cztery i pot gwiazdki, bo kilka kompozycji
powrdci na nastepnej ptycie w jeszcze lepszych wersjach. ---Pawet Brzykcy, terazrock.pl
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