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Shun Kikuta – Me And My Guitar (1999)

  

  
01. Mr. Air (For MJ) 
02. Woman Across The River
03. Me And My Guitar                play
04. Same Old Blues                  play
05. Cut You Loose 
06. Come On In This House 
07. Watch Me Move 
08. Little By Little 
09. Take A Look Behind 
10. Let Me Love You Baby 
11. I'll Take Care Of You 
12. I'll Play The Blues For You 
13. Memory Of Louis

Personnel:
Shun kikuta (Gt), 
JW Williams (Voc 2,3,4,5,8,9,10), 
Johnny"Fingers"Iguana (Key),
Al Brown (B),
Brady Williams (Dr),
Jerry Poter (Dr),
Harmonica Hines (Harp), 
Jack Cassedy (Tp) and Chicago Horn 

Special Guests:
Otis Rush (Vo,Gt 7),
Junior Wells (Vo,Harp,6,7,8)
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Shun was born September 8,1966. After graduating from high school in Japan he went to
Berklee college of music. He first studied jazz, but in his second year he heard B.B. King's"Live
at the Regal" which opened his eyes to the blues.  He moved to Chicago in 1990 after
graduating from Berklee. He polished his skills there on the street and in jam sessions. Only two
months after his arrival he got a regular gig with the Louis Myers band. Shun says he learned a
lot--getting growled instructions from Louis right on stage in front of the audience!  After Louis
retired, Shun played with Big Time Sarah and with Tommy McCracken. Later he played with the
Frank Collier band. In 1994 Shun recorded Funky Blues for Japan's King Records. The late
Junior Wells played on the album. That led to Shun playing regularly with wells, touring with his
band in America and Canada. During this period Shun played on Tribute to Magic Sam. Many
readers will already know Shun's playing from this recording.  Shun is now an essential part of
J.W. Williams and The Chi-Town Hustlers. He is highly respected among blues greats in
Chicago and in high demand for gigs.

  

So far he has released two collections in Japan playing as the lead performer and a live CD
recorded in Japan with J.W. Williams and the band. Two of these are scheduled for release in
the U.S. and Canada in August. Look for Me and My Guitar and Live and Kickin'. The first of
these, recorded in 1995, includes J.W. on vocals and bass with guest appearances by Junior
Wells and Otis Rush. The second is the Japanese live recording with, in addition to Shun,
Fumio Ishikawa on harp and Makoto Ayukawa on guitar. Both offer great opportunities to hear
Shun's tight blues style and J.W.'s soulful vocals and bass--and, of course, the guest
appearances.  Shun has come a long way from his early days in Japan to become an integral
part of the Chicago blues scene. I hope readers will take the time to get acquainted with Shun's
work if they don't already know it.
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