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     1. Give It Everything You Got - 4:37   2. Dam Your Eyes - 4:31   3. Black Coffee - 4:12   4.
Lullaby of the Leaves - 5:41   5. Why Don't You do Right - 4:34   6. Saved - 3:47   7. Sitting on
Top of the World - 3:55   8. Joy - 4:21   9. Soul on Fire - 5:00  10. Addicted - 3:38    Arranged
By [Horn], Trumpet, Trombone – Lee Thornburg  Backing Vocals – Jade Macrae, Juanita
Tippins, Mahalia Barnes  Bass – Michael Rhodes  Drums, Percussion – Anton Fig    Guitar –
Joe Bonamassa  Keyboards – Reese Wynans  Rhythm Guitar – Rob McNelley  Tenor
Saxophone, Baritone Saxophone – Paulie Cerra, Ron Dziubla  Vocals – Beth Hart     

 

  

Beth Hart first teamed up with guitarist Joe Bonamassa in 2011 and the partnership proved to
be mutually beneficial. Hart gave the rock-edged Bonamassa some blues bona fides while the
guitarist brought the vocalist to a wider audience. Plus, it was evident from their two studio
albums and live set that the two had an easy chemistry: They shared a similar vernacular in
Chicago blues and classic soul. The pair rely on that effortless interplay on Black Coffee, their
third studio collaboration. Working with producer Kevin Shirley -- a veteran of Black Crowes
records who has been in the Bonamassa orbit since 2006 -- the pair eschew straight
traditionalism for a clean, colorful, retro vibe. Sometimes, the duo make choices that are
perhaps a little too obvious -- the covers of LaVern Baker's "Saved" and Howlin' Wolf's "Sittin'
on Top of the World" are a bit on the nose -- but they also know how to kick up the intensity on
these chestnuts while avoiding sounding like they're on steroids. Still, the highlights of Black
Coffee are the originals and lesser-known songs, as they reveal that there is plenty of common
ground between Hart's testifying and Bonamassa's shredding. Interestingly, that common
ground feels formal in a way their individual solo albums don't -- respectively, Hart will delve into
the personal spins on roots music while Bonamassa will indulge in blues myths -- but that's the
appeal: They're working on keeping the flame burning, and Black Coffee may be their most
effective testament in that effort to date. ---Stephen Thomas Erlewine, AllMusic Review
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Beth Hart, Joe Bonamassa i ich dziesięć premierowych utworów zgromadzonych na nowym
albumie – Black Coffee, to nie tylko porządna dawka pobudzającej muzyki, ale przede
wszystkim najlepsza z możliwych lekcja historii. Po muzykach tej klasy nie można było się
spodziewać niczego innego.

  

Black Coffe to album, na którym obdarzona niesamowitym wokalem Beth Hart oraz niezwykle
uzdolniony gitarzysta, na co dzień grający w Black Country Communion – Joe Bonamassa,
wykonują covery bluesowych i rockowych utworów, w dużej mierze już zapomnianych. Część z
nich, to muzyczne standardy, a część to po prostu świetne kompozycje, które wspomniani Hart i
Bonamassa starają się przybliżyć współczesnemu odbiorcy poprzez odświeżenie aranżacji i
wykorzystanie najnowszych metod produkcji muzycznej. ---Konrad Pruszyński, allaboutmusic.pl
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