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1 Open Spaces 5:01 2 We Are One 8:33 3 Hell To Pay 4:24 4 Have You Heard? 4:04
5 To Hell With You 4:05 6 Nobody Rides For Free 3:47 7 Sincere 4:32 8 What A Way To
Go 8:12 9 Noumenal Blues 2:07  Bass, Additional Vocals — Brian "Bassgod" Carpenter
Drums, Percussion, Additional Vocals — Shannon "Apocalypse" Larkin Guitar, Additional Vocals
— Tony "Big Tone" Rombola Producer, Additional Vocals — King Dave Fortman Vocals — Nancy
"The Queen Of Harmony" Koerner Vocals, Acoustic Guitar — Ray "Raferdohn" Cerbone

| grew up in a ridiculously heavy metal part of Queens, New York. You could be mercifully
teased for wearing a Guns n’ Roses t-shirt to junior high, since they “weren’t metal” (and
somehow explaining they didn’t claim to be metal just made things worse). A special
dispensation was given for the band Danzig, though, which was considered metal due to singer
Glenn Danzig’s pedigree fronting the Misfits and Samhain, which were actually punk groups.
Avoiding the insane metal logic of 12-year-old boys for a moment, Danizg, the band’s 1988
debut album, was and is a beloved record for me. Which is why | flipped out upon hearing The
Shape of Blues to Come, by The Apocalypse Blues Revue. It's very reminiscent of that first
Danzig album, while also standing just fine on its own.

There’s always been a weird relationship between metal and the blues. A lot of metal comes
from Led Zeppelin which came, pretty much directly, from the blues. And Black Sabbath
famously began as a blues band. One has the sense lots of metal guitarists enjoy and
appreciate the blues, but the appreciation usually doesn’t translate into their music. Danzig,
however, folded in metal, punk, rock, and blues (it even featured a cover of Albert King’s “The
Hunter.” | didn’t realize the song was a blues cover until decades after purchasing the cassette)
in a surprisingly authentic and accessible way. Danzig, the band, fused all of those elements in
a way that pleased everybody. The Apocalypse Blues Revue also wears its blues love on its
metal, tattooed, sleeves, and is similarly impressive at weaving diverse musical styles and an
atypical lead singer into a wonderfully captivating album.
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The band is made up of drummer Shannon Larkin and guitarist Tony Rombola of the metal
band Godsmack. But The Apocalypse Blues Review is all about lead singer Ray “Rafer John”
Cerbone, discovered by Larkin singing in a bar. The music can best be described as creepy
blues. The beats are slow, the guitar tones are disturbingly distorted, and Cerbone’s voice is
scary and demonic, much like Danzig’s. Imagine if Jim Morrison had still died, but was
somehow resurrected a decade later. The album features traditional blues elements, like slide
guitar, but for the most part, the album feels unnatural, like overhearing ghosts performing in an
abandoned house. And this, of course, is what makes it such a delightful album.

Tracks vary in terms of scariness. “Open Spaces,” the leadoff track, with its alarming slide
guitar, dirge of a beat, and intense Cerbone vocals, is probably not the one to jog to alone in the
woods at night. “Hell to Pay” is a little peppier, with a more traditional rock beat and blues rock
guitar solos. “What a Way to Go,” which clocks in at over eight minutes, features more bluesy
guitar, but incredibly creepy background vocals that sound like they’re coming from a cult of evil,
murder-y monks. The band covers a lot of ground stylistically, which makes for an enjoyable
listen.

Fans of that first Danzig album should grab The Shape of Blues to Come as soon as they finish
reading this review. For anyone else, this is a great aloum for blues-loving metal fans who want
to hear dark tunes performed by a positively compelling lead singer. ---Steven Ovadia,
bluesrockreview.com

Rozbluesowana ekipa pod przywodztwem muzykdéw znanych z metalowej grupy Godsmack
powrdcita w stylu, jaki duzo bardziej odpowiada nazwie The Apocalypse Blues Revue.

Kiedy gitarzysta Tony Rombola i $piewajacy perkusista Shannon Larkin, obaj znani z
Godsmack, ogtosili w 2016 roku, ze tworzg poboczny projekt powstaty z potrzeby grania
gatunku, jaki kochajg, mozna byto sie spodziewac, ze muzycy majg cos ciekawego do
zaprezentowania. Do ekipy dotgczyt basista Brian Carpenter i wokalista Ray Cerbone.
Debiutancki "The Apocalypse Blues Revue" (2016) nie przynidst jednak jakich$ niespotykanych
pomystow, mozna nawet powiedzieé, ze byt to krazek wypchany standardowymi, zupetnie
niewyrdzniajgcymi sie bluesami, jakich powstaje na peczki kazdego miesigca.
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Na cate szczescie ekipa postanowita w projekcie dtubac dalej, czego owocem jest duzo lepszy
"The Shape of Blues To Come". Kragzek sporymi fragmentami przypomina atmosferg
apokaliptyczo-psychodeliczne kawatki z aloumu "The Meddle" Pink Floyd, gitary czesto
uderzajg w tony znane ze stylu gry wczesnego Davida Gilmoura. Zresztg diugich gitarowych
odjazdéw Tony'ego Romboli jest duzo, bardzo duzo i w wigkszosci stucha sie tych improwizaciji
obgryzajgc paznokcie z zaangazowania. Bas poszedt nizej, serwuje kapitalne linie no i brzmi
rewelacyjnie, perkusja zwolnita, a atmosfera sposepniata, jakby rzeczywiscie zwiastujac
nadejscie apokalipsy.

| wkasnie te najmocniej apokaliptyczne, walcowate kawatki sg na albumie najlepsze: unurzany w
mroku "Open Space", jakby taplajacy sie w narkotycznych wizjach, rozpsychodelizowany "We
Are One", diabelnie klimatyczny "What A Way To Go", czy psychodeliczna miniatura "Noumenal
Blues". W tych utworach Ray Cerbone ma wokal rozgniewanego proroka, ktéry pod tanig
speluna, przeptukujac gardto wredng gorzata, wiesci, ze Swiat sie konczy.

Pozostate utwory uderzajg raczej w standardowy blues. Jest "Have You Heard?!" rozpedzony
bluesior, twardy na wokalu, ciezki na sekcji i rock'n'rollowy na gitarach, pojawia sie rozkotysany
delikatnymi gitarami "To Hell With You", napedzany $wietng sekcjg "Nobody Rides For Free",
blues rockowy "Bell To Pay" czy najbardziej archetypiczny blues "Sincere".

"The Shape of Blues To Come" to blues grany znad krawedzi. Mroczny, posepny, brudny i
apokaliptyczny. Blues konca swiata. The Apocalypse Blues Revue na nowym albumie bez
watpienia znalezli droge, ktdrg nalezy podazac i estetyke, jaka wyrdzni ich sposréd bluesowych
bandow. ---Grzegorz Bryk, magazyngitarzysta.pl
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