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  Vol 4 (1927-38)     01. Pleading Blues - 3:00  02. Lost Man Blues - 2:47  03. Hard Oh Lawd -
2:34  04. Mercy Blues - 3:00  05. Seven Day Blues - 3:05  06. Cold And Blue - 2:48  07.
Midnight Hour Blues - 2:52  08. Give Me A Break Blues - 2:53  09. Bone Orchard Blues - 2:58 
10. Sobbing Tears Blues - 3:29  11. Booze Crazy Man Blues - 3:05  12. Broadcasting Blues -
2:45  13. Western Union Blues - 2:33  14. Fogyism - 2:44  15. Seperated Blues - 2:41  16. Tree
Top Tall Papa - 2:25  17. Marble Stone Blues - 2:41  18. Crow Jane Woman - 2:44  19. Worn
Down Daddy Blues - 2:38  20. You Stole My Man - 2:42  21. I'm So Glad - 3:11  22. Jail House
Blues - 3:22  23. Four Day Creep - 3:28  24. Low Down Dirty Shame - 2:36   
Personnel:   Ida Cox (vocals);   Buddy Tate (tenor saxophone);   Shad Collins (trumpet);   B.T.
Wingfield, Dave Nelson (cornet);   Dicky Wells, Roy Palmer (trombone);   Jesse Crump, James
P. Johnson, Tiny Parham (piano);   Jo Jones (drums).    

 

  

The fourth and final CD in Document's extensive Ida Cox series features the classic blues
singer in a variety of settings: backed by her future husband Jesse Crump on eight selections
from 1927; accompanied by a variety of mostly unknown players on a dozen numbers from
1928; joined by a trio (including trombonist Roy Palmer) on two 1929 sides; and, finally,
assisted by five Count Basie sidemen (trumpeter Shad Collins, trombonist Dickie Wells,
tenorman Buddy Tate, bassist Walter Page and drummer Jo Jones) and pianist James P.
Johnson during her two songs at the 1938 Spirituals to Swing Concert. Unfortunately,
Document did not put out a Vol. 5 to cover Cox's 1939-40 recordings (which were reissued by
Affinity). Although none of these individual selections became that famous, she is heard in
prime form throughout, and she is at her best during the duets with Crump. In fact, Cox is in
such fine form during her 1938 concert appearance that it makes one wonder why she was not
more active on records during the 1930s and '40s. The first two CDs in this series get the edge,
but all four will be wanted by vintage blues fans. ---Scott Yanow, Rovi
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