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Édouard Lalo - Le roi d'Ys (The King of Ys) (1957/1983)

  

    1.Le Roi d'Ys: Ouverture 11:56    2.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 1: "Noël ! Noël ! Noël ! (Choeurs, Jahel)
3:11    3.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 1: "Les guerres sont terminées (Choeurs) 2:50    4.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 1:
"Margared, ô ma soeur (Margared, Rozenn) 2:34    5.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 1: "En silence pourquoi
souffrir (Margared, Rozenn) 5:37    6.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 1: "Venez, l'heure presse ! (Choeurs,
Margared, Rozenn) 2:02    7.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 1: "Vainement, j'ai parlé (Rozenn) 0:39    8.Le Roi
d'Ys, Act 1: "Par une chaîne trop forte (Rozenn) 1:36    9.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 1: "Si le ciel est plein
de flammes (Mylio, Rozenn) 2:41    10.Le Roi d'Ys, Ac 1: "Désireux d'accomplir l'union résolue
(Karnac, Le Roi) 1:42    11.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 1: "Dans un rival je trouve un fils (Le Roi) 0:25   
12.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 1: "Aux jours futurs j'ai dû songer (Le Roi) 1:18    13.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 1:
"Nous voulons ici leur promettre obéissance (Choeurs) 3:41    14.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 1: "O
criminelle démence ! (Rozenn, Margared, Mylio, Karnac, Le Roi, Choeurs) 2:34    15.Le Roi
d'Ys, Act 2: "De tous côtés j'aperçois (Margared) 3:33    16.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 2: "Lorsque je t'ai
vu soudain reparaître (Margared) 3:42    17.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 2: "Que demain au lever de
l'aurore (Le Roi) 1:40    18.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 2: "Oui, je le sens (Mylio) 1:12    19.Le Roi d'Ys, Act
2: "Le ciel saura bénir nos armes (Rozenn, Margared, Mylio, Le Roi) 3:34    20.Le Roi d'Ys, Act
2: "Quand pour lui chacun fait des voeux (Margared) 1:11    21.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 2: "Tais-toi,
Margared (Rozenn) 1:02    22.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 2: "Que ta justice fasse taire (Rozenn) 3:26   
23.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 2: "Victoire ! Honneur à Mylio (Choeurs, Mylio) 2:24    24.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 2:
"Perdu ! Je suis perdu ! (Karnac) 1:44    25.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 2: "L'enfer t'écoute (Margared,
Karnac) 3:21    26.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 2: "Malheur sur vous ! (Saint-Corentin, Choeurs) 3:07   
27.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 3: "Ouvrez cette porte à la fiancée (Choeurs, Mylio) 3:41    28.Le Roi d'Ys,
Act 3: "Puisqu'on ne peut fléchir ... Vainement, ma bien-aimée (Mylio, Choeurs) 3:43    29.Le
Roi d'Ys, Act 3: "Pourquoi lutter de la sorte (Rozenn, Choeurs) 3:03    30.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 3:
"Allons, pas de lâches faiblesses (Karnac, Margared, Choeurs) 1:47    31.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 3:
"Vois ton amant joyeux et beau (Karnac, Margared, Choeurs) 2:10    32.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 3: "Ah !
Qu'ils périssent ! (Margared, Karnac, Choeurs, Rozenn, Mylio) 2:24    33.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 3: "A
l'autel, j'allais rayonnant ! (Mylio, Rozenn) 4:28    34.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 3: "Je reviendrai bientôt
(Rozenn, Margared, Le Roi) 1:07    35.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 3: "Que dans l'asile choisi (Le Roi,
Rozenn, Margared) 1:30    36.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 3: "Ces rumeurs, ces cris d'alarme (Le Roi,
Rozenn, Margared, Mylio, Choeurs) 1:48    37.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 3: "Ô puissance infinie !
(Choeurs) 1:32    38.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 3: "L'eau monte ! (Choeurs, Le Roi, Mylio) 3:43    39.Le
Roi d'Ys, Act 3: "Ah ! mon juge m'appelle (Margared, Choeurs) 1:08    40.Le Roi d'Ys, Act 3:
"Gloire à Saint-Corentin (Choeurs, Mylio) 0:51      Rozenn – Janine Micheau (soprano) 
Margared – Rita Gorr (mezzo-soprano)  Mylio – Henri Legay (tenor)  Karnak – Jean Borthayre
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(baritone)  Le Roi – Pierre Savignol (bass)  Saint Corentin – Jacques Mars  Jahel – Serge
Rallier    Chœurs de la Radiodiffusion française  Orchestre national de la Radiodiffusion
française  Conductor – André Cluytens    rec. 10-15.VI.1957, Paris, Salle de la Mutualité    

 

  

Lalo’s Le Roi d’Ys draws on the same Breton myth of a submerged city as Debussy’s La
Cathédrale engloutie. A great success at its 1888 premiere at Paris’s Opéra Comique, it even
reached the Metropolitan Opera, New York, but its current rarity on the world’s stages makes
this classic 1957 recording still more treasurable. The performers’ Gallic credentials are
impeccable, even though both Rita Gorr and André Cluytens were natives of Flanders. Like
soprano Janine Micheau and tenor Henri Legay, Cluytens enjoyed close links to the Opéra
Comique, spending six years as its music director. ---Editorial Reviews

  

 

  

Best known outside France for his Symphonie espagnole (1874), Edouard Lalo was recognized
in his own country almost entirely for his opera Le roi d'Ys (The King of Ys). Lalo began setting
Edouard Blau's libretto, about the legendary Breton city, in 1875. After the Théâtre-Lyrique
rejected the opera in 1878 and the Paris Opéra did the same in 1879, Lalo extracted several
numbers from the work and performed them in concert. In 1886, he completely revised the work
and tried once again to find a company to stage it; two years later, the Opéra-Comique finally
agreed to produce the opera. The premiere was nearly a disaster: The management of the
Opéra-Comique (performing in the Théâtre des Nations) oversold the house, causing such a
commotion that the audience did not quiet down until the beginning of the second act. Still,
those who managed to find seats enjoyed what they heard, enthusiastically applauding and
calling for encores. Le roi d'Ys became Lalo's most successful work for the stage, achieving its
100th performance at the Opéra-Comique by the following June.

  

The opera would have been more appropriately named "Margared d'Ys," for the King has a very
small role and is not pivotal to the story. Margared, on the other hand, is onstage throughout the
opera and is a character of tremendous depth, torn between succumbing to her own passions
and doing what is right for others. In the manner of Wagner's Ortrud, Margared redeems herself
through self-sacrifice at the end of the opera. Lalo created the role of Margared for his wife, the
singer Julie de Maligny, though she never actually performed it. She did, however, perform
several of the arias in concert.
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Other characters are more predictable. Mylio and Rozenn have no hidden agendas, and their
music is consistent from scene to scene. Karnac's music is sinister from the outset, belying his
verbal assurance that he is now an ally of the King. St. Corentin functions as a deus ex
machina. Both musically and dramatically, the two couples, Margared and Karnac, and Mylio
and Rozenn, are juxtaposed in a manner similar to the way Wagner draws the "good" and "bad"
couples in Lohengrin.

  

The overture unfolds along the lines of early nineteenth century models, functioning as a
preview of what is to come. References to music associated with Mylio, Rozenn and the people
of Ys (along with a quote from Tannhäuser) make up the material, which receives wonderfully
transparent orchestration. Indeed, throughout the entire opera the orchestration is clear and
subservient to the melodic lines, which are generally simple and diatonic. Lalo uses
instrumental color as a backdrop for the vocal parts, increasing the importance of the orchestra
in the large ensembles.

  

In Le roi d'Ys Lalo writes in a chromatic idiom that is more akin to music of Liszt than that of
Wagner. Forceful 6/8 meters, a favorite of the composer, underline the most dramatic sections.
Some of the choruses suggest an echo of Breton folk songs, which Lalo surely learned from his
Bretonese wife (who also may have brought the legend of Ys to her husband's attention in the
first place). Although Le roi d'Ys contains certain characteristics of traditional grand opera, this
highly individual work marks a new direction in French music of its time. ---John Palmer,
allmusic.com
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