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  Vol. 1  1.François Couperin: Sonadew «La Françoise» (Les Nations)  2.François Couperin:
Airs sérieux I  3.Michel Pignolet de Montéclair: Cantata «Le Triomfe de la Constance» 
4.Antoine Forqueray «Le Fils»: Suite I  5.François Couperin: Suite de Simphonie en Trio (Les
Nations)    Vol. 2  6.Jean-Marie Leclair «L'aîné»: Sonate D-dur ,Op. 9 No. 6  7.Marin
Marais: Suite F-dur  8.Marin Marais: Le Tableau de l'Opération de la Taille  9.Michel Pignolet de
Montéclair: Cantata «Pan et Syrinx»  10.Marin Marais: La Sonnerie de Sainte-Geneviève du
Mont de Paris    Judith Nelson, soprano  Monica Huggett, violon 
Christophe Coin, basse de viole  The Academy of Ancient Music  Christopher Hogwood –
conductor    

 

  

I was enthusiastic about this Versailles anthology when it was first released ten years ago. The
program consists of two cantatas by Monteclair, pieces for bass viol by Marais and the younger
Forqueray, two airs serieux by Couperin, his suite ''La Francaise'', published in 1726 as part of
Les Nations, and a violin sonata by Leclair. The soprano Judith Nelson is allocated all the vocal
pieces and very attractively she performs them, too. Monteclair's Pan et Syrinx is a cantata
which reveals the composer's considerable gifts in this medium and there are rival versions in
The Classical Catalogue. His Le Triomfe de la Constance, a less ambitious piece, has a very
beguiling concluding air and this cantata, to the best of my knowledge is represented by no
other recording. The two solo string players are first-rate: Monica Huggett is incisive,
sweet-toned and, in the Leclair virtuosic, while Christophe Coin is imaginative, rhetorical and
technically assured. The Forqueray is bold and forthright and the Tableau de l'operation de la
taille (''Operation for the removal of a stone'') not without a feeling for black comedie. And in the
resonant Sonnerie de Sainte Genevieve du Mont Huggett and Coin sustain a lively partnership
with Christopher Hogwood. --- Nicholas Anderson, Gramophone [10/1994], arkivmusic.com
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