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Dmitri Kabalevsky – Concertos (1998)

  

  Concerto for violin and orchestra in C, op. 48   1. Allegro molto  2. Andante cantabile  3.
Vivace giocoso    David Oistrakh – violin  State
Symphony Orchestra of the USSR  Dmitry Kabalevsky – conductor    Concerto for cello and
orchestra no. 1 in G minor, op. 49
 4. Allegro  5. Largo molto espressivo  6. Allegretto  
 Daniil Shafran – violoncello  Great Symphony Orchestra of the Committee on Radio
Information  Dmitry Kabalevsky – conductor    Concerto for piano and orchestra no. 3 in D, op.
50
 7. Allegro molto  8. Andante con moto  9. Presto   
 Emil Gilels - piano  Great Symphony Orchestra of State Radio  Dmitry Kabalevsky – conductor 
  Concerto for piano and [string] orchestra no. 4 : "Prague"
 10. Allegro molto energico  11. Molto sostenuto improvisator  12. Vivo  
 Yuri Popov - piano  Moscow Philharmonic Orchestra  Dmitry Kitaenko – conductor    

 

  

Dmitri Borisovich Kabalevsky [Russian: Дмитрий Борисович Кабалевский] was a great
Russian Soviet composer, but also a noted pianist and writer. His father was a mathematician
who dealt with the national insurance; he wanted his artistic son to find a career in economics or
mathematics. His father had given him a liberal education where young Dimitry had excelled in
the arts; he painted and dabbled in poetry as well as excelling as an aspiring pianist. By the
time he was 14 years old, Kabalevsky and his family had moved to Moscow where he had
received his primary education in music at the Scriabin Musical Institute from 1919 to 1925 (he
had also kept painting). In 1922, under his father's will, Kabalevsky took the entrance exam to
the Engels Socio-Economic Science Institute, but he never enrolled because he had realized
his career was in music, at first as a pianist. In the next three years, Kabalevsky excelled at
being a pianist; he began to instruct at the Scriabin Institute as well as compose for his
students. To further his interest in composing, Kabalevsky went to the Moscow Conservatory in
1925 where he studied composing under Miaskovsky and piano under Goldenweiser.
Miaskovsky's compositional influence can be recognized in Kabalevsky's works such as the
Three Poems of Blok (1927), considered his most daring work, and his first internationally
known works, the First Piano Concerto (1928) and the C Major Sonatina (1930).
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In the late 1920's there was great tension between the main forces of Soviet music: the RAPM
(Russian Association of Proletarian Musicians and the ASM (Association of Contemporary
Musicians). Dmitri Kabalevsky associated himself with neither one exclusively. He wrote his
Poem of Struggle (1930) in line with the proletarian ideal of the RAPM; it used melodies from
songs of the revolution. Kabalevsky showed his promise as a writer in 1927 with his
contributions to an ASM journal. The tension between the two organizations ended in 1932 with
the construction of the Union of Soviet Composers, which was spearheaded by Kabalevsky
himself (he helped organize the Moscow branch).

  

By the 1930's Kabalevsky was appointed as an assistant instructor of composition at the
Moscow Conservatory, and by 1939 he was a full professor. This period until 1942 is
considered to be Kabalevsky's strongest. During this time he wrote much incidental music for
radio and stage. In 1936 he wrote his first opera, Colas Breugnon, which was based on the
novel by Romain Rolland; it first appeared in 1938 and it was an immediate success (It is to be
noted that Kabalevsky himself became dissatisfied with its dramatic structure, so he revised it in
both 1953 and 1969).

  

Dmitri Kabalevsky joined the Communist Party in 1940; by 1941 he had received the Medal of
Honour from the Soviet government for his musical prowess. It was during this period of time
that Kabalevsky lent his musical talents to the war effort. During World War II, Kabalevsky had
written several inspirational songs and battle hymns. In 1942, Kabalevsky's three huge works:
Vast Motherland, Revenger of the People and Into the Fire, were written to inspire heroism and
patriotism among the Soviets. His popular The Taras Family (1947) used out-taken music from
the opera Into the Fire, and became a huge success. It became a success even in light of the
1948 party decree of music in Russia, probably because Kabalevsky's music had become more
lyrical in nature.

  

In Dmitri Kabalevsky's later life, his music had become more entwined in choral music; the
Requiem (1962), dedicated to those who died fighting fascism, is a great example. He had
become quite a force in musical education. He was elected the head of the Commission of
Musical Esthetic Education of Children in 1962 as well as being elected president of the
Scientific Council of Educational Esthetics in the Academy of Pedagogical Sciences of the
USSR in 1969. He also received the honorary degree of president of the International Society of
Musical Education.

  

Dmitry Kabalevsky wrote for all musical genres; his pieces were all faithful to the ideals of
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Soviet realism as well. In Russia, he is most noted for his vocal songs, cantatas, and operas
while overseas he is known for his orchestral music. Kabalevsky frequently travelled overseas;
he was a member of the Soviet Committee for the Defense of Peace as well as a representative
for the Promotion of Friendship between the Soviet Union and foreign countries. Kabalevsky will
be long remembered as an icon of Soviet Russian nationalism. --- bach-cantatas.com
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