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      Missa de S Anthonii de Padua  (54:27)  1  Introit In Medio Ecclesiae  5:49  2  Kyrie  2:28  3 
Gloria  8:06  4  Gradual Os Iusti Meditabitur Sapientiam  6:41  5  Alleluia Anthoni Compar Inclite
 6:23  6  Credo  8:53  7  Offertory Veritas mea  3:35  8  Sanctus  6:13  9  Agnus Dei  3:28  10 
Communion Domine, Quinque Talenta  2:41    11  Motet 'O Proles Hispaniæ / O Sidus
Hispaniæ'  4:28    The Binchois Consort:  Tenor Vocals [Tenor I] – Edwin Simpson, Matthew
Vine  Tenor Vocals [Tenor II] – Andrew Carwood, Chris Watson  Vocals [Discantus] – Fergus
McLusky, Mark Chambers  Conductor – Andrew Kirkman     

 

  

It is not known why Guillaume Dufay devoted so much of his creative endeavour to his 'patron
saint', Anthony of Padua, but the resulting Mass (consisting of the 'Ordinary' movements along
with five further motets with texts in praise of Anthony) remains one of the most extraordinary
works of polyphony of the period. Dufay's will ordained the Mass to be performed in supplication
for his soul each year, a practice apparently continued until the great cathedral at Cambrai was
demolished in 1796.

  

This is a highly virtuosic piece: the rhythmic complexities in its Gloria and Credo, in particular,
guaranteed it the attention of theorists for decades after its composition. The Mass is joined on
this recording by the motet O proles Hispaniae which was also composed with St Anthony in
mind and whose text is beneath the image of the Saint in the Flemish miniature on the disc's
front cover. ---hyperion-records.co.uk
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