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    1. Prélude pour ce que l'on voudra, h. 521    2. In odorem unguentorum, h. 51    3. Beati
omnes qui timent dominum, h. 178    4. O sacramentum pietatis, h. 274    5. Pie jesu, h. 427   
6. Super flumina babylonis, h. 170   7. Sonata no. 1    8. Gratiarum actiones pro restituta regis
sanitate, h. 341    9. Magdalena lugens, h. 343    10. Supplicatio pro defunctis, h. 348   
Ensemble Correspondances:  Caroline Bardot & Juliette Perret, dessus  Etienne Bazola,
basse-taille  Béatrice Linon & Alice Julien-Laferrière, violons  Lucile Perret & Matthieu Bertaud,
flûtes  Laurent Dublanchet, basse de viole  Cécile Vérolles, basse de violon  Diego Salamanca
& Nicolas Muzy, théorbes  Sébastien Daucé, orgue clavecin et direction    

 

  

As a rival of Lully, Charpentier principally composed religious music (for the Jesuits, then for
Sainte-Chapelle, where he was a music teacher), and theatrical music, most notably for
Molière’s comedies and his successors in the "Comédie-Française."

  

A gentle meslange of timbres, three male voices surrounded by an instrumental ensemble led
by Jean-Marc Andrieu's delicate recorder, lends these motets a most characteristic colour, filled
with mysticism, expression and depth. Far from the pomp of court, Marc-Antoine Charpentier's
style stands out for his time. Imbued with Italianism, it plays with contrasting timbres and keys to
endow it with meaning – a true transcription of the soul's passions.

  

Let us quote Catherine Cessac: "Charpentier's aesthetics remain first and foremost those of
expression and emotion, based on contrast, the fragmentation of the musical discourse with the
goal of coming as close as possible to the affects (or passions) suggested by the text." 
---harmoniamundi.com
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