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1   Introduzione (Concentus Musicus Wien Con. Nikolaus Harnoncourt)   5:30
2  No.1 "Vater, Vergib Ihnen"  7:41
3  No.2 "Fuerwahr, Ich Sag' Es Dir"  7:02
4  No.3 "Frau, Hier Siehe Deinen Sohn"  8:11
5  No.4 "Mein Gott, Mein Gott"  6:33
6  Introduzione (Concentus Musicus Wien Con. Nikolaus Harnoncourt)  4:08
7  No.5 "Jesus Rufet"  7:58
8  No.6 "Es Ist Vollbracht"  7:11
9  No.7 "Vater, In Deine Haende"  6:38
10  Terremoto "Er Ist Nicht Mehr"  1:51
  Robert Holl - bass   Inga Nielsen – soprano  Renate Burtscher – soprano  Anthony Rolfe
Johnson – tenor  Arnold Schoenberg Chor  Concentus Musicus Wien  Nikolaus Harnoncourt –
conductor    

 

  

This was, at one time, the most popular piece of music that Haydn composed. It was originally
written as a series of eight slow movements (an introduction, then the seven "words") and a
final "earthquake" designed to be performed in a Spanish church during Holy Week. So famous
did the music become that some hack made a vocal version of the work, which Haydn felt he
could do much better himself. So he created this oratorio, as well as making (or approving)
arrangements for string quartet and solo piano! For the vocal version, he divided the work into
two parts and added a stunning introduction to the second part for wind band alone. The result
is unique in music of the classical period in its emotional intensity and Romantic
expressiveness. Nickolaus Harnoncourt directs what is quite simply the best performance of this
version of the work. --David Hurwitz
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