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  Twenty Mazurkas, Op. 50  01. Sostenuto – Molto rubato (2:13)  02. Allegramente – Poco
vivace (2:16)  03. Moderato (2:39)  04. Allegramente, risoluto (2:35)  05. Moderato (2:33)  06.
Vivace (1:56)  07. Poco vivace (2:04)  08. Moderato (2:45)  09. Tempo moderato (3:19)  10.
Allegramente – Vivace – Con brio (2:44)  11. Allegretto (1:26)  12. Allegro moderato (3:41)  13.
Moderato (3:28)  14. Animato (1:51)  15. Allegretto dolce (2:46)  16. Allegramente – Vigoroso
(3:22)  17. Moderato (2:46)  18. Vivace – Agitato (2:59)  19. Poco vivace – Animato e grazioso
(1:28)  20. Allegramente – Con brio (2:53)    21. Valse romantique (4:00)  
 Four Polish Dances
 22. Mazurek (1:14)  23. Krakowiak (1:14)  24. Oberek (3:59)  25. Polonaise (3:16)  
 Two Mazurkas, Op. 62
 26. I. Allegreto grazioso (2:34)  27. II. Moderato (3:28)  
 Marc-André Hamelin (piano)    

 

  

The Mazurka is a traditional Polish dance in three-time with an often erratic-seeming emphasis
on the second beat. It was Chopin who made of it the vehicle for some of his most intimately
ruminative and also laconic utterances; he took this dance idiom even further into a world of
human expression than he did with his waltzes—and thereby set a tradition that yields these
ravishingly elusive masterpieces that gently exude all Szymanowski’s most subtle chromatic
surprises and delights. They seem to encapsulate all we think of as Polish in sensibility as well
as universal glimpses of irony and melancholy, energy and exuberance—often enough all in the
gruff elegance of one piece!

  

Marc-André Hamelin continues his exclusive Hyperion voyage around the hidden coves and
treasure troves of the piano repertoire with this important issue of pieces that will quickly win
their way to the hearts of listeners new to their charms. --- hyperion-records.co.uk
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