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Szymanowski - Mazurkas Ops. 50 & 62 (Kijanowska) [2005]

  

  Twenty Mazurkas, Op. 50  0:00  No. 1: Sostenuto. Molto rubato  2:13  No. 2: Allegramente.
Poco vivace  4:28  No. 3: Moderato  6:56  No. 4: Allegramente, risoluto  9:25  No. 5: Moderato 
12:01 No. 6: Vivace  14:06  No. 7: Poco vivace  16:02  No. 8: Moderato (non troppo)  19:09  No.
9: Tempo moderato  21:52  No. 10: Allegramente. Vivace. Con brio  24:34  No.11: Allegretto 
25:57  No. 12: Allegro moderato  30:02 No. 13: Moderato  33:10 No. 14: Animato  34:57  No.
15: Allegretto dolce  37:23  No. 16: Allegramente. Vigoroso  40:24  No. 17: Moderato  42:59 
No. 18: Vivace. Agitato  45:41  No. 19: Poco vivace. Animato e grazioso  47:07  No. 20:
Allegramente. Con brio    Two Mazurkas, Op. 62  50:09 No. 1:
Allegretto grazioso  53:06 No. 2: Moderato  
 Anna Kijanowska – piano    

 

  

There are those who swear that the Polish Karol Szymanowski (1882-1937) is the next big
thing. They've been swearing it for a long time now: ever since the '60s, Szymanowski has been
poised to reach the Top 40 classical composers, and he's never quite made it. With four style
periods covering everything from late Romantic sensuality to high Impressionist luminosity to
early Modernist severity to a final, personal synthesis that sounds like nobody else but still
sounds distinctly Polish, they swear Szymanowski should appeal to a wider audience. But,
possibly because his country was attacked and almost annihilated first by the Nazis and then by
the Commies, Szymanowski has never hit the big time like Mahler, but remains an also-ran like
Pfitzner.

  

The 20 Mazurki, Op. 50, and the Two Mazurki, Op. 62, are works from Szymanowski's final
style period, and the richness of their melodies, the brightness of their colors, the edginess of
their harmonies, and above all the poignancy and pungency of these mazurki should be enough
to finally put Szymanowski in the classical Top 40. That is, especially as they are played here by
pianist Anna Kijanowska. The mazurki sound in the same league as any other piano music
being composed in the '20s and '30s. Kijanowska's performances are amazingly virtuosic,
astonishingly charismatic, astoundingly empathic, and completely compelling. If Szymanowski
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ever hits the big time, it'll be players like Kijanowska who'll make it happen. Dux's 2005
recording is reverberant but detailed. --- James Leonard, Rovi
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