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Ruprecht - Evgeny Nikitin Renata - Evelyn Herlitzius Schenkwirtin - Heike Grétzinger
Wahrsagerin - Elena Manistina Agrippa von Nettesheim - Vladimir Galouzine Mephistopheles
- Kevin Conners Abtissin - Okka von der Damerau Faust - Igor Tsarkov Inquisitor - Goran
Juri¢ Jakob Glock - Ulrich ReB Mathias Wissmann - Tim Kuypers Doktor - Matthew Girills
Knecht - Christian Rieger Schankwirt - Andrea Borghini  Junge Nonne 1 - Iris van Wijnen
Junge Nonne 2 - Deniz Uzun  Bayerisches Staatsorchester Chorus of the Bayerische
Staatsoper Vladimir Jurowski — conductor

A couple and their hallucinatory journey to the dark side of passion. Renata is driven by a
longing for the consummate sexual encounter. Since her youth she has had a vision of an
ecstatic conjugation with a shining angel. Ruprecht falls for Renata and follows her unreservedly
on her obsessive quest to fulfil this fantasy. The couple cross the boundaries of perception,
leaving behind all traces of morality or reason, until their willingness to devote body and soul
completely to one another threatens to pull their previous existence apart.

In 1907, the Russian Symbolist Valery Bryusov wrote a historic novel as a means to get an
overdependent relationship out of his system: Against a backdrop of the transition from the
medieval to the modern age, he recounts the knight Ruprecht's memories of his fateful
encounter with Renata: plagued by hallucinations, driven by desire and denounced as a heretic
- in a world caught between the fanaticism of the Inquisition and the spirit of humanism;
occultism and empirical science; mystical ecstasy and demonized sexuality. Sergei Prokofiev
stumbled across this novel in 1919. During his nomadic years spent wandering between
America, France and the Bavarian region of Pfaffenwinkel, he composed his dark and enigmatic
opera, which was not performed until after his death. --- staatsoper.de
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