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Chris Isaak - Beyond The Sun (2011)

  

  CD 1 – 35:39    01. Ring of Fire (2:39)  02. Trying to Get to You (2:36)  03. I Forgot to
Remember to Forget (2:11)  04. Great Balls of Fire (1:55)  05. Can’t Help Falling in Love (3:01) 
06. Dixie Fried (2:16)  07. How’s the World Treating You (2:52)  08. It’s Now or Never (3:20)  09.
Miss Pearl (2:08)       play   10. Live It Up (2:33)  11. I Walk the Line (2:27)  12.
So Long I’m Gone (2:26)  13. She’s Not You (1:56)  14. My Happiness (3:13)  
 CD 2 – 28:36  
 01. My Baby Left Me (2:01)  02. Oh, Pretty Woman (2:52)  03. Doin’ the Best I Can (3:17)  04.
Your True Love (1:57)  05. Crazy Arms (2:48)       
play
 06. Lovely Loretta (2:47)  07. Everybody’s in the Mood (2:16)  08. I’m Gonna Sit Right Down
and Cry (2:05)  09. Love Me (2:45)  10. Doncha’ Think It’s Time (2:04)  11. That Lucky Old Sun
(3:39)  
 Bass, Vocals – Rowland Salley  Drums, Vocals – Kenney Dale Johnson  Guitar, Vocals –
Hershel Yatovitz  Musician [Additional] – David Woodford, Cowboy Jack Clement*, Lee
Thornburg, Waddy Wachtel  Percussion – Rafael Padilla  Band – Chris Isaak, Hershel Yatovitz,
Kenney Dale Johnson, Rafael Padilla, Rowland Salley, Scott Plunkett  Vocals [Additional] –
Ashley Monroe, Craig Copeland, Jon Joyce, Michelle Branch, Richard Wells (3)  Vocals,
Rhythm Guitar – Chris Isaak   

 

  

Some albums are so obvious it’s a wonder they didn’t exist before, and so it is with Chris Isaak's
Beyond the Sun, a salute to the classic rock & roll label Sun Records. Ever since his first album,
Isaak has exhibited an enormous debt to the titans who recorded at Sun, particularly Roy
Orbison and Elvis Presley, whose work is showcased heavily here. Isaak doesn’t stick strictly to
songs released on Sun -- he covers “Can’t Help Falling in Love,” which Presley did not release
during his time on Sun -- but he doesn’t stick to the obvious, either, finding excellent songs from
the likes of Warren Smith. Still, Elvis rules the roost, not only in terms of songs covered, but in
approach. Isaak croons like the King, smoothing out the rough edges of Carl Perkins' “Dixie
Fried” and Jerry Lee's “Great Balls of Fire,” smoothing them out enough to push them to a
smoky, late-night torch song. Beyond the Sun plays it cool and plays it authentic -- these aren’t
reinterpretations, but sincere homages -- and if this doesn’t have much grit, it has plenty of style
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and heart. ---Stephen Thomas Erlewine, Rovi
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