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Cracow Klezmer Band – Balan - Book of Angels Vol.5 (2006)

  

  
1. Zuriel
2. Suria
3. Dirael
4. Kadosh
5. Haniel
6 Jehoel
7. Asbeel
8. Aniel

Personnel::
Jaroslaw Bester: Bayan
Oleg Dyyak: Percussion
Wojciech Front: Double Bass
Jaroslaw Tyrala: Violin

Special Guests:
Jorgos Skolias: Vocal
Ireneusz Socha: Computer Instruments
DAFO String Quartet:
Anna Armatys: Cello
Danuta Augustyn: Violin II
Justyna Duda: Violin I
Aneta Dumanowska: Viola
  

 

  

The first striking thing about the Cracow Klezmer Band's reading of John Zorn's tunes from his
Book of Angels, on Balan, is the sound -- crystalline, full of separation and space. The next is
Jaroslaw Bester's bayan -- hunted, witchy, signaling from some far-off place to Oleg Dyyak's
hand drums, Wojciech Front's double bass, and then the small army of strings provided by the
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band's own violinist, Jaroslaw Tyrala, and the DAFO String Quartet. They respond as if
gathering in some hidden terrain, and begin to dance. And it is about dancing, folks. Thus
begins "Zuriel," the first cut from this entrancing, ingenious, and by all means exotic recording.
On the following cut, "Suria," the seemingly random guttural vocals of Jorgos Skolias enter into
the mix along with Ireneusz Socha's minimal electronics. Skolias becomes an Eastern soul
singer by the track's middle as the strings envelope him in ether. On "Kadosh," the track melds
traditional klezmer, symphonic cadenzas, and free improvisation into the mix, but the result is
no less songlike. Bester's bayan commences "Asbeel," with a single note played obsessively
and repeatedly, which is answered at first by Tyrala's plucked violin and then the entire band
swirling like drunken Gypsies around the lone note that has now become one song, then
another, and then yet another ranging from classic klezmer and Yiddish folk melodies to manic
Gypsy tunes and even French bistro pop amid crazily shifting dynamics between group play and
soloists. Bester arranged all of this material, and has done something utterly unexpected --
something, ironically, that listeners have come to expect from this entire series of recordings --
in pushing the klezmer genre to its limit and then past it, letting in a flood of other musical
approaches and ideas. While all of Zorn's Book of Angels recordings have been wonderful thus
far, Koby Israelite's beautifully intoxicating Orobas and this volume push the Masada material
into entirely new sound worlds. Beguiling. ---Thom Jurek, AllMusic Review

  

 

  

Balan” to „król piekieł”. I rzeczywiście, iście diabelska to płyta, piąta w dorobku krakowskiego
zespołu, druga zaś z kompozycjami amerykańskiego guru awangardy Johna Zorna. Tym razem
The Cracow Klezmer Band wykonuje tematy z „Księgi Aniołów” wchodzącej w skład słynnego
zbioru „Masada”. Jarosław Bester, szef CKB, z luźno rzuconych przez Zorna dźwiękowych
szkiców opracował osiem świetnie zinstrumentowanych, znakomitych kompozycji. To
prawdziwa mieszanka wybuchowa, kulturowy tygiel zaskakujący różnorodnymi pomysłami i
rozbrajającą dynamiką gry – jest tu muzyka klezmerska, fascynacja folklorem południowej
Europy, improwizacja, otwartość i nieprzewidywalność (przywołująca eksperymenty Kronos
Quartet), a przy tym energia i zapamiętanie godne rockowych bandów. Dźwiękowe portrety
upadłych aniołów przerażają. Gdy ich słucham, przemyka mi po plecach dreszcz
emocji..."---Jacek Hawryluk, http://wsm.serpent.pl
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