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Pink Floyd and Syd Barrett - An Introduction To Syd Barrett (2010)

01. Arnold Layne

02. See Emily Play

03. Apples And Oranges

04. Matilda Mother (Alternative Version)
05. Chapter 24

06. Bike

07. Terrapin

08. Love You

09. Dark Globe

10. Here | Go play
11. Octopus play

12. She Took A Long Cool Look
13. If It's In You
14. Baby Lemonade
15. Dominoes
16. Gigolo Aunt
17. Effervescing Elephant
18. Bob Dylan Blues
Bass Guitar [Additional] — David Gilmour Bass Guitar, Vocals — Roger Waters Drums — Nick
Mason Lead Guitar, Vocals — Syd Barrett Organ, Piano, Vocals — Richard Wright

The late Syd Barrett was the creative fulcrum of the first line-up of Pink Floyd. While the Floyd
embraced the emergent genre of prog-rock after his 1968 departure, Barrett engaged in music
far less easy to categorise and with far less commercial success, before drifting into complete
inactivity after two albums.

This release compiles together for the first time Barrett tracks from both his Pink Floyd days and
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his solo career. Previously unreleased 20-minute instrumental Rhamadan can be downloaded
by purchasers via a dedicated webpage. This will all go down well with his fan base. Not so
likely to provoke universal appreciation is the remixing of five tracks and the overdubbing of a
new bass part on one cut by Barrett’s ex-Floyd colleague David Gilmour (although as
production member on both Barrett’s albums, if anybody has the right to make the latter call, he
probably does).

The six Pink Floyd tracks (which naturally include his two most famous songs, Arnold Layne
and See Emily Play) are far smoother than Barrett’s post-Floyd selections but far less likeable,
being rather chilly and know-it-all. Solo, Barrett had an erratic charm, demonstrated by Here |
Go, a good-humoured denunciation of a girl who had the bloody cheek to prefer big bands to his
songs. However, what we now know about Barrett’s psychological deterioration also makes that
erratic nature borderline disturbing. His wobbly mental state seems reflected in his melodies,
which by now frustratingly wander in and out of catchiness (Love You, Dominoes, Gigolo Aunt).
The false starts and the dialogue between Barrett and his producer that begin If It's in You are
symptomatic of the chaotic nature of Barrett’s talent, as is the fact that on the take proper his
singing is painfully out of tune.

Barrett has often been bracketed with Fleetwood Mac’s Peter Green in that he was the leader of
a band that went on to far greater success without him after he became an LSD casualty.
Green, though, was infinitely more talented as an instrumentalist, singer and composer. That
Barrett would not be as well-regarded as he is if it weren't for the myth-making seclusion in
which he spent the bulk of his life is proven by An Introduction to Syd Barrett, a compilation that
is discomforting in more ways than one. ---Sean Egan, BBC Review

David Gilmour za punkt honoru postawit sobie ocalenie pamieci o o pierwszym liderze Pink
Floyd. Cho¢ intrygujacy, niezyjacy juz Syd Barrett dziatat na scenie ledwie 10 lat, wcigz unosi
sie wokot niego aura geniusza. Album "An Introduction To Syd Barrett" zostat w catoSci
przygotowany przez Davida Gilmoura, ktory bardzo przezyt chorobe psychiczng i ciezkie
uzaleznienie od narkotykdéw Barretta. To wtadnie z tych powodow Brytyjczyk tak wczesnie
skonczyt kariere. Gilmour sam wybrat utwory na te kompilacje, podijat sie takze zremiksowania
kilku z nich. Wszystkie sciezki na "Introduction" zostaty dodatkowo poddane cyfrowemu
remasteringowi. Na ptyte trafito sze$¢ piosenek z wczesnego repertuaru Pink Floyd oraz 12
kompozyciji z solowych ptyt Barretta: "The Madcap Laughs" i "Barrett" - obie zostaty wydane w
1970 roku i na obu producentem byt David Gilmour. "Introduction" uwodzi tym, ze pietno czasu
jest tu tak mocno odczuwalne. Od pierwszych dzwiekdéw nie mamy watpliwosci, ze styszymy
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nagrania sprzed kilku muzycznych rewolucji, kazde brzdekniecie jest tu staromodne, zakurzone,
trzeszczy, skrzypi, stapia sie w jeden szum i jest to piekne! Barrett mistrzowsko tagczy
fragmenty, ktore brzmig niepokojaco, hipnotycznie, szorstko, czasem gwattownie, z petnymi
dzieciecego infantylizmu tekstami, z rymowankami, ktdre Smiato mogtyby byC recytowane w
przedszkolu. Syd Barrett byt cztowiekiem szalonym, zaréwno w sensie artystycznym, jak i
medycznym. Na tej psychodelicznej, gitarowej ptycie, ktdrg podarowat nam David Gilmour,
stychaé, ze w gtowie Barretta dziaty sie rzeczy tak nieszablonowe, ze az (jak sie pézniej
okazato) niebezpieczne. Warto jednak wybraé sie w te podrdz - zupetnie oderwang od
kontekstu nowoczesnosci, zabierajacg nas w pokrecony swiat tego niezwyktego artysty.
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