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Queensryche - Frequency Unknown (2013)

  

    01 – Cold  02 – Dare  03 – Give It to You  04 – Slave  05 – In the Hands of God  06 –
Running Backwards  07 – Life Without You  08 – Everything  09 – Fall  10 – The Weight of the
World  11 – I Do not Believe in Love (Re-Recorded)  12 – Empire (Re-Recorded)  13 – Jet City
Woman (Re-Recorded)  14 – Silent Lucidity (Re-Recorded)    Personnel:    Queensrÿche     
Geoff Tate – lead vocals      Kelly Gray – guitars       Robert Sarzo – guitars       Rudy Sarzo –
bass       Simon Wright – drums       Randy Gane – keyboards,bass, orchestration, answering
machine message  +      Craig Locicero – rhythm guitars (on tracks 1–10)      Jason Slater –
bass (on tracks 2–4, and 6–8), keyboards (on tracks 7–8)      Martín Irigoyen – all guitars, bass,
and drums (on tracks 11–14)      Paul Bostaph – drums (on tracks 6–9)      Evan Bautista –
drums (on tracks 2–4, and 10)  +      Kelly Gray – guitar solo (on track 1)      Jason Slater –
theremin solo (on track 2)      Robert Sarzo – guitar solo (on track 3)      Chris Cannella – guitar
solo (on track 4)      Ty Tabor – guitar solo (on tracks 5 and 8)      K.K. Downing – guitar solo (on
track 6)      Brad Gillis – guitar solo (on track 7)      Dave Meniketti – guitar solo (on track 9)     
Chris Poland – guitar solo (on track 10)      Nina Noir,  Emily Tate,  Miranda Tate - background
vocals     

 

  

Queensryche: a band that has been subject to massive amounts of controversy within the music
world. Allegations of manipulation over the band's ability to write music, hiring outside writers,
secretly selling the rights to "Operation: Mindcrime" to animation companies. In the end, original
lead vocalist Geoff Tate was fired from the band, however for some reason he has decided that
he still has the rights to the "Queensryche" name, and so formed another band named
Queensryche and has just released a new album, titled "Frequency Unknown". Musically, the
new album is comprised of heavy, alternative metal guitar riffs backed by the occasional piano
playing and heavy hitting choruses, such as what's demonstrated in the lead single "Cold". It's
very different as compared to Queensryche's earlier efforts, almost as though this is a
conscious effort. The aforementioned piano playing sticks out like a sore thumb in the chorus,
as it's surrounded by crunching power chords and vocal harmonies. This dramatic change in
sound is an upgrade from the mostly bland, pop-rock style showcased in such recent outings as
"Dedicated To Chaos" and "American Soldier", but for those fans looking for a strong return to
form, you should probably look elsewhere.
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Geoff Tate is still in all rights a good vocalist, which helps provide the new album with some
classic feel. All those years of screaming out the intro to "Queen Of The Ryche" has taken an
apparent toll on his range, so anything over a medium range is apparently difficult to hit. For the
most part this is an entirely new band, which once again brings up the question if this should
even be released as a "Queensryche" album.

  

All in all, "Frequency Unknown" is a halfway decent album from Geoff Tate's Queensryche. It
shows the band embracing a completely different musical style, and although it is admittedly
better than the past decade of Queensryche albums, still falls a short. For fans of alternative
metal, as well as the army of Geoff Tate diehard followers, this is a must-listen. And original
Queensryche fans should go out and give this album a chance as well, sure as hell couldn't
hurt. It's an album that still has some good moments, but just wasn't the return-to-form we were
all hoping for. --- Lou Vickers,  ultimate-guitar.com
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